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JOINT MEETING
of the 
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MANCHESTER STATISTICAL SOCIETY

and the

ROYAL STATISTICAL SOCIETY (Manchester Local Group)

TUESDAY 16 APRIL 2002 at 5.45pm

(tea and biscuits available from 5.25pm)

THE FUTURE OF FORECASTING
Professor Robert Fildes

President, International Institute of Forecasters

Department of Management Science, Lancaster University

Forecasts are a mainstay of our lives.  We live by them and sometimes die by them.  Organisations pay large sums of money buying forecasts.  Yet for many users they have the scientific status of astrology (and may be given even less credence).  This presentation will discuss the key issues in scientific forecasting, using evidence from companies, macroeconomists, statisticians and social and technology forecasters.  The story is a complex one – in some areas we have a good record.  In others, our pretensions far exceed our abilities.  What lessons can we learn – from our successes and our failures?  Unfortunately researchers in forecasting have all too often taken the easiest course and neglected to learn from the empirical evidence, preferring the elegant to the effective.  What then is the role of forecasting research in this picture?

Robert Fildes is Research Dean in the School of Management, Lancaster University, and Director of the Lancaster Centre for Forecasting.  Whilst starting his academic life as a mathematician he has found forecasting a fertile research area, combining mathematical modelling with practical problems of OR implementation.  His involvement with the UK OR Society (he was Vice-President 1995-1997) led him to research how OR in organisations is changing.  But forecasting remains his major research interest.  He edits the International Journal of Forecasting.  In 1985 he was a Visiting Fellow at Bell Communications Research, USA.

The meeting will be held on the 24th floor of the CIS Building, Miller Street, Manchester

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, see overleaf or write to:

Mrs E. Mitchelmore, Manchester Statistical Society, CIS Building, Miller Street, Manchester M60 0AL

or telephone 0161-837 4011 during office hours

m a n c h e s t e r   s t a t i s t i c a l   s o c i e t y

Telephone;





Postal Address;

0161-837 4011 (Liz Mitchelmore)



CIS Building









Miller Street

E:Mail







Manchester M60 0AL

mss@cis.co.uk
















13th March 2002  
Dear Member

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING THIS NOTICE OR THE CALENDAR CARD WITH YOU TO SHOW  WHEN ENTERING THE CIS BUILDING

1.
JOINT MEETING


Overleaf notice is given of a Special joint meeting being held on Tuesday 16 April 2002.  It is hoped that the paper will be available before the meeting.  

2.
STATISTICAL DINNER CLUB


A buffet will be held following the meeting.  All those attending the meeting are eligible to attend.  The cost (including membership of the Club for the evening) is £10.  If you wish to attend, please return the tear-off slip to Liz Mitchelmore (address as above), by   Wednesday 10 April  enclosing your payment, made payable to “Statistical Dinner Club”.   Because the catering requirements are different from our normal ones, the caterers require good notice of the numbers attending the buffet.  Members are therefore asked to respect this deadlne.  We will endeavour to satisfy late requests, but we can not guarantee that this will be possible.

3.
CAR PARKING AT CIS


Space should be available in the CIS car park from 5.00pm. 


On arrival, contact the security lodge on Dantzic Street to arrange access.
please note that security arrangments at the cis remain strict

each person attending must advise  liz mitchelmore in advance
up to 8.00pm enter through the main entrance on miller street

after 8pm visitors should use the side entrance on dantzic street

Yours sincerely

BRENDA & JOHN ILETT

HONORARY SECRETARIES

___________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​_____

16 April    (Robert Fildes)                                                                 TICK HERE IF BUFFET REQUIRED

THE FOLLOWING WILL BE ATTENDING 
.......................................……….…
……………..

I enclose payment of £...................
……………………………………….
……………..

(£10 per person staying for the buffet)
………………………………………
……….…….

(Cheques payable to STATISTICAL DINNER CLUB)   

Daytime telephone no. …………………………………………………………………………..

Please tick here if you require a copy of the paper if it is available   ……….………………

