
The Royal Statistical Society 

[image: image1.jpg]o o
. national ’
science week

11- 20 march 2005




Media Release
Date 08/03/05

For immediate release


Scientists discount vCJD ‘timebomb’


Are we facing a vCJD epidemic?
Recently published results estimated that infection of Variant Creutzeldt-Jakob disease (vCJD), the brain affecting disease thought to have passed from cattle to humans through meat infected with BSE, could be as high as 235 per million. Loosely translated that would mean around 600 individual cases in the Greater Manchester area alone. 

However, scientists at Imperial College London have challenged these predictions.

Dr Paul Clarke and his team at Imperial’s Department of Infectious Disease Epidemiology have used computer models to look at how many vCJD cases may occur in the future and, based on the population who would have been exposed to BSE-infected meat, they suggest this could mean there will only be 70 more cases of vCJD in the next 100 years.

Dr Clarke will present some the key findings of his team’s report at a meeting at Manchester Metropolitan University next week. He will talk about implications for future predictions of the epidemic size, the genetics of those who could be affected and will introduce some mathematical models to look at the possibilities of a secondary vCJD epidemic via blood transfusion and other routes.

The meeting is part of the Royal Statistical Society’s contribution to National Science Week 2005, a nationwide programme of scientific events and activities.

ENDS.

NOTES FOR EDITORS

1. This presentation is part of National Science week 2005 and will held in Room 32, John Dalton Building, Manchester Metropolitan University (opposite the BBC) Wednesday 16th March 2005 4.30pm for 5.00.

       To register please email march16@rss-manchester.org
2. Dr Paul Clarke is from the Department of Infectious Disease Epidemiology at Imperial College in London. 
       For further details please contact Dr Clarke at:

       paul.clarke@imperial.ac.uk 
       Tel: 020 7594 3229
3. The Royal Statistical Society was founded in 1834 and is a learned and professional society, with some 7200 members based in the United Kingdom and overseas.  The purpose of the Royal Statistical Society is to develop, foster and disseminate statistical knowledge, methodology and good practice for the benefit of all society. As such it has recently provided insightful analysis on such issues as National Statistics, Risk, Performance Monitoring and, through the Sally Clark case, the use of statistical evidence in court cases.  More at http://www.rss.org.uk
4. For all media enquiries please contact Professor Sheila Bird (01536 712 451) or email  Sheila.Bird@mrc-bsu.cam.ac.uk or contact the RSS External Relations Manager Andy Tope, on 020 7614 3920 or email a.tope@rss.org.uk
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